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The American Society of Maxillofacial Sur-
geons (ASMS) was founded in 1947 to pro-
mote the advancement of maxillofacial and

craniofacial surgery by facilitating the interac-
tion of all medical doctors through excellence in
education and research, and through advocacy
on behalf of patients and practitioners. The his-
tory of ASMS until 1997 has been reported in
detail.1–4 The purpose of this publication is to
present some of the most important activities of
ASMS from 1997 to the present.

ASMS BASIC MAXILLOFACIAL COURSE:
HISTORY AND FUTURE DIRECTION

Our course will celebrate this year its 30th
birthday. To the best of our knowledge, no other
course in plastic surgery has survived for so long
in uninterrupted fashion. Until 1976, ASMS re-
mained a small and struggling society attracting
primarily double-degree D.D.S., M.D., plastic sur-
geons. Past Presidents Drs. R. Rankow and M.
Lewin determined that the best way to increase
interest in the Society and to improve its finances
would be through the organization of teaching

courses. A full-day maxillofacial course was thus
planned in Philadelphia for the day after the an-
nual American Society of Plastic and Reconstruc-
tive Surgeons meeting and delegated to Drs. A.
Ship and R. Kaufman. Dr. Ship’s brother was a
faculty member of the Dental School of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania. With his help, the dental
laboratories of the University of Pennsylvania were
made available without charge. All necessary sup-
plies were also donated by the school. Approxi-
mately 20 members of ASMS were recruited as
faculty, including Dr. Irv Polayes. One hundred
twenty-one students, both residents and estab-
lished surgeons, signed up for the first course.
Several short lectures on maxillofacial techniques
complemented the laboratory sessions. By days’
end, the course was deemed an academic and
financial success. A planning group consisting of
Drs. Kaufman, Ship, and Polayes met to plan for
future courses. Dr. Polayes’ overriding belief was
that teaching only laboratory techniques of max-
illofacial surgery was inadequate. One needed to
have a thorough understanding of head and neck
embryology and anatomy, dental anatomy, and
radiology to better appreciate presentations on
cephalometrics, facial fractures, and orthognathic
surgery. Therefore, the course was expanded to 3
days of intensive lectures and laboratory teaching
and was first held in Hershey, Pennsylvania. More
faculty, including Drs. Lash and Kawamoto, joined
the initial course instructors. A massive syllabus
was prepared and distributed to all course partic-
ipants. Under Polayes, in the early 1980s, the
course was given three times a year in different
major cities. An abbreviated version of the course
was given during the annual American Society of
Plastic and Reconstructive Surgeons meetings.
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Corporate support evolved, with Stryker providing
saws and drills for the early courses. After the
introduction of plate and screw technology in the
United States, in 1984, support from manufactur-
ers increased. Howmedica, Synthes, Liebinger,
and KLS provided equipment and major funding
support throughout the years. In 1988, the course
chairmanship passed from Dr. Polayes to Dr. Jim
Ferraro, who kept this position until 2004 (Fig. 1).
A significant contribution to maxillofacial educa-
tion was the publication in 1996 of a textbook
entitled Fundamentals of Maxillofacial Surgery,
which was edited by Dr. Ferraro.5 The turn of the
Millennium corresponded with the financial
downturn of many residency programs. Program
directors facing economic pressures were less in-
clined to fund their residents for a 3-day course. As
a result, attendance decreased, and each new
course became a financial drain to the Society. In
2004, ASMS President Dr. Salyer convened a meet-
ing in Chicago to discuss the future of the basic
course. The group agreed that the course should
be shortened to 2½ days and start on a Friday
afternoon. Lectures were modified accordingly,
although the laboratory sections remained essen-
tially intact. Drs. Andy Wexler and Warren Schu-
bert were designated as the new course cochair-
men. The redesigned course was first given in
Miami in January of 2005 and was very successful
from the academic and financial aspects (Fig. 2).
Subsequent courses, held in Chicago and Los An-
geles, were equally successful and filled to capac-
ity. For 60 years, ASMS made the commitment to
maxillofacial education the cornerstone of its ex-
istence, and for 30 years our basic course has
served this purpose with great success.

THE PRECONFERENCE SYMPOSIUM
The Board of Directors decided in 1998 to

initiate a preconference symposium to further the
educational activities of the Society. Symposia
were planned to be held just before the American
Society of Plastic Surgeons (ASPS)/Plastic Surgery
Educational Foundation (PSEF)/ASMS annual
meeting to allow plastic surgeons to efficiently use
their time in a comprehensive learning environ-
ment. The Board also determined that each sym-
posium would be a collaborative effort with other
plastic surgery organizations, in particular, the
PSEF and The American Society for Aesthetic Plas-
tic Surgery (ASAPS). Physical efforts and financial
risks are divided with the PSEF, whereas we fre-
quently use ASAPS members to ensure that the
aesthetic aspects of the presentations are dis-
cussed by well-recognized experts. A 5-year plan
with a number of pertinent topics was developed.
Corporate support was also sought to help defray
the costs; thereby, tuition for the meeting became
more accessible to members, fellow plastic sur-
geons, and residents. Dr. J. Persing moderated the
inaugural meeting entitled “Biomaterials in the
Face: Benefits & Risks” in the fall of 1998. Since
then, the Preconference Symposium has become
a very successful academic and financial activity. A
multidisciplinary team of speakers is selected each
year to present on reconstructive and aesthetic
topics with a regional flair. The following topics
have been presented so far: facial aesthetic sur-
gery; perioral aesthetics; functional anatomy of
the nose; periorbital plastic surgery; bony, allo-
plastic, and autogenous restoration of the mid-
face; and functional, aesthetic, and reconstructive

Fig. 1. Reception during the 2004 annual meeting to recognize and honor Dr. J. Ferraro’s contributions to the ASMS
basic course. (Standing) Drs. Bahman Guyuron, Henry Kawamoto, Douglas Ousterhout, Andrew Wexler, and Arthur Ship.
(Sitting) Drs. Norman Rappaport, Stephen Schendel, William Crawley, Jonathan Jacobs, James Ferraro, and Seth Thaller.
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surgery of the nose. With this activity, ASMS was
able to fulfill another essential need among fellow
plastic surgeons, incorporating the reconstructive
and aesthetic talents of our specialty and success-
fully educating our colleagues with a comprehen-
sive 1-day symposium.

ASMS RESEARCH GRANTS
The Maxillofacial Society and the Foundation

of Maxillofacial Surgeons (FMS) are committed to
support, advance, and recognize research in the
field of maxillofacial surgery. Several research
grants are awarded each year through the gener-
ous funding of Synthes Maxillofacial. These grants
are awarded to members of the Society, members
of the ASPS, and plastic surgery residents or fel-
lows sponsored by ASMS members. Funded re-
search is directed to the areas of biology of wound
healing; craniofacial growth and development; fa-
cial injuries; head and neck cancer; metabolism;
and flaps, grafts, and fixation/implant technology
as they pertain to maxillofacial surgery. The Bernd
Spiessl Research Award is the highest award given
by our Society. It was established in 1989, in honor
of Professor Bernd Spiessl. This award was estab-
lished with the support of Synthes CMF, who con-
tributed over $750,000 to support this activity. The

following investigators received the award from
1997 to 2005: 1997, J. C. Yu; 1998, S. R. Buchman,
M.D.; 1999, M. T. Longaker, M.D.; 2000, J. C. Yu,
M.D.; 2001, R. D. Galliano, M.D.; 2002, C. G. Wil-
liams, M.D.; 2003, J. Smartt, Jr., M.D.; 2004, A.
Gevorgyan, M.D.; and 2005, D. A. Schwarz, M.D.
In addition to this award, ASMS supports four
more research awards each year. The ASMS Best
Paper Award is also supported by Synthes CMF. It
was established to recognize outstanding research
and clinical papers on maxillofacial surgery pub-
lished in the Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery for
the year before the annual meeting (Fig. 3). This
award is also supported by Synthes CMF. A $1000
honorarium accompanies awards that are pre-
sented during the annual meeting.

FELLOWSHIPS
In 2003, ASMS established two fellowships.

The Douglas Ousterhout fellowship was estab-
lished to allow plastic surgery residents and fellows
to travel and visit centers of excellence around the
world. Drs. A. R. Muzzaffar and J. Ananda van Aalst
were selected as the first fellows for 2003–2004.
Drs. J. Girrotto and A. Rodriguez were the recip-
ients of the award for 2005–2006 and Drs. J. Arneja
and D. Chong were awarded the fellowship for

Fig. 2. Dr. A. Wexler lecturing during the laboratory session of the recent basic course in Miami.
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2005–2006. The ASMS Walter Lorenz Traveling
Fellowship was established to allow talented sur-
geons from developing countries to enhance their
knowledge and experience by visiting centers of
excellence in the United States. Dr. Hector Bar-
bosa from Columbia and Dr. Basant Kumar Math-
ema from Nepal were awarded the first traveling
fellowships for 2003; Drs. Altannamar Tserendorj
from Mongolia and Jaqueline Hortensia Benav-
ides were the recipients for 2004 and Drs. Karma
Tobgyel from Bhutan and Syed Altaf Hussain from
India received the award for 2005.

BRIEF OVERVIEW OF ASMS ACTIVITIES:
1997 TO 2006

1997 to 1998: 51st Year of ASMS
The theme of the 50th Anniversary Meeting

held in San Francisco concentrated on volunteer-
ism, service to organized medicine, and education
in maxillofacial and craniofacial surgery. General
Colin Powell, the keynote speaker, eloquently re-
minded us of our responsibilities in a changing
environment, our duties to those less fortunate,
and our privilege in being in a position to serve.
Dr. B. Magee delivered the Kazanjian Lecture and
provided members with a moving representation

of the power of our specialty and delineated the
history of Operation Smile. The fellowship review
process came to fruition this year, and the estab-
lishment of accreditation guidelines by the
ACGME was completed. A 50th Anniversary ASMS
history book with extensive review of the functions
of the Society from its inception was prepared for
the occasion and distributed to all members and
the libraries of plastic surgery training programs.3
During the business meeting, Dr. W. A. Crawley,
M.D., D.D.S. assumed the presidency. Officers in-
cluded the following: President-Elect, G. L. Borah,
D.M.D., M.D.; Vice President, N. H. Rappaport,
D.D.S., M.D.; Secretary, S. A. Schendel, M.D.,
D.D.S.; Assistant Secretary, J. C. Posnick, D.M.D.,
M.D.; Treasurer, B. Guyron, M.D.; Assistant Trea-
surer, R. W. Bessette, M.D., D.D.S.; Immediate Past
President, J. S. Jacobs, M.D., D.M.D.; Members-at-
Large, K. J. Kelly, M.D., D.D.S., S. P. Barlett, M.D.,
M. J. Yaremchuk, M.D., and S. M. Roser, D.M.D.,
M.D.; Parliamentarian, S. R. Thaller, M.D.,
D.M.D.; and Historian, S. R. Cohen, M.D.

1998 to 1999: 52nd Year of ASMS
This year’s meeting was held in Boston. Three

panels were included in the ASMS day. The first,
moderated by Dr. J. Mulliken, was entitled “Inter-

Fig. 3. Presentation of 2001 ASMS awards. (From left to right) Steve Murray, President of Synthes Maxillofacial; Dr.
Yu-Ray Chen accepting on behalf of Dr. Eric Liou, Best Paper Award winner; Dr. Mohamed Abdelal; Dr. Victor Lewis
accepting on behalf of Dr. Pravin Patel; Dr. Michael Longaker; Dr. Geoffrey Gurtner accepting on behalf of Dr. Robert
Galliano, Bernd Spiessl Award winner; President Stephen Schendel; and Dr. Kant Lin, ASMS Research Committee Chair.
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disciplinary Approach to Facial Vascular Malfor-
mations”; the second was led by Dr. J. McCarthy
and was entitled “Distraction Osteogenesis: State
of the Art”; and the third was led by Dr. S. Kroll and
was entitled “Aesthetic Considerations in the Re-
construction of Facial Defects.” Dr. J. Mulliken
delivered the Converse Lecture entitled “Wisdom
of Words.” The Honorary Award was presented to
Dr. K. Salyer for his many contributions to max-
illofacial and craniofacial surgery and for his ef-
forts with the coalition for insurance coverage of
children’s deformities. During the business meet-
ing, President Crawley updated the members on
the Society’s initiatives with the coalition for in-
surance coverage of children’s deformities. Dr.
G. L. Borah, M.D., D.M.D., assumed the presi-
dency. Officers included the following: President-
Elect, N. H. Rappaport, D.D.S., M.D.; Vice Presi-
dent, S. A. Schendel, M.D., D.D.S.; Secretary, J. A.
Persing, M.D.; Assistant Secretary, S. P. Barlett,
M.D.; Treasurer, B. Guyuron, M.D.; Assistant Trea-
surer, R. A. Bessette, M.D., D.D.S.; Immediate Past
President, W. Crowley, M.D., D.D.S.; Members-at-
Large, K. J. Kelly, M.D., S. M. Roser, D.M.D., M.D.;
A. M. Sadove, M.D., and A. M. Wexler, M.D.; and
Historian, S. R. Cohen, M.D. The major issue for
the year was the Board’s proposal for name change
of the Society to “American Society of Facial Sur-
geons,” in an effort to more accurately describe
the scope of practice of our members. President
Borah expended on the rationale by stating that
“the term maxillofacial surgery emerged from the
First World War period, was generally understood
to mean comprehensive treatment of the jaws and
soft tissue structures of the entire face. However
over the last fifty years the meaning of maxillofa-
cial surgery has markedly devolved, becoming
much narrower in its usage, so that now it is usually
identified with only a limited portion of the face.”6

1999 to 2000: 53rd Year of ASMS
Two panels were presented during the ASMS

day at the annual meeting held in New Orleans.
The first, on aesthetic nasal reconstruction was
moderated by Dr. B. Guyuron and the second on
facial flaps was moderated by Dr. I. Jackson. Dr. S.
Aryan presented the Kazanjian Lecture, “Ad-
vances in Head and Neck Surgery in the Last Quar-
ter of the 20th Century.” The Honorary Award was
given to Dr. J. McCarthy. During the business
meeting, the proposed by-laws amendments lead-
ing to a change of the name of the Society were
presented. After lengthy and at times heated dis-
cussion, the change of name was not adopted. Dr.
N. H Rappaport assumed the presidency. Officers

included the following: President-Elect, S. A.
Schendel, M.D., D.D.S.; Vice President, B. Guyu-
ron, M.D.; Secretary, J. A. Persing, M.D.; Assistant
Secretary, K. J. Kelly, M.D., D.D.S.; Treasurer,
A. M. Sadove, M.D.; Assistant Treasurer, S. M.
Roser, D.M.D., M.D.; Members-at-Large, K. E. Sa-
lyer, M.D., S. R. Cohen, M.D., S. R. Thaller, M.D.,
D.M.D., and A. M. Wexler, M.D.; Parliamentarian,
R. A. Levine, M.D., D.D.S.; and Historian, M. Co-
hen, M.D. Membership recruitment became a top
priority for this year’s activities. The Board estab-
lished a candidate for membership category, hop-
ing to encourage young individuals to join the
organization during their formative practice years.
The Board also decided to further promote the
range of our activities, to improve public percep-
tion and member identification. Our expertise in
soft-tissue and bony surgery above the clavicles
needs to be clearly promoted to be identified by
the public and our peers as the experts in this area.
The management services changed in November
of 1999 to the Association and Government Re-
lations Management, Inc., in Arlington, Virginia.

2000 to 2001: 53rd Year of ASMS
This year’s meeting was held in Los Angeles. In

his presidential address Dr. Rappaport delivered a
message for unity among the various plastic sur-
gery organizations and stated the following: “I
have challenged the Board of Trustees of ASMS to
work toward refocusing the mission of the orga-
nization to that of education and research while
continuing to advocate for our patients and mem-
bers through alignment and participation within
a more universal plastic surgery organizational
structure, which should be able to provide more
expanded and efficient services in common for
all.. . .” Dr. J. Persing moderated a panel on en-
doscopic craniofacial surgery. Dr. M. Spira deliv-
ered the Converse Lecture on the biological basis
of beauty, and the Distinguished Service Award
was presented to Dr. Fernando Ortiz Monasterio
“a man of many talents and interests.” During the
business meeting, Dr. S. A. Schendel assumed the
presidency. Officers included the following: Pres-
ident-Elect, B. Guyuron, M.D.; Vice President, J. A.
Persing, M.D.; Secretary, K. E. Salyer, M.D.; Assis-
tant Secretary, K. J. Kelly, M.D., D.D.S.; Treasurer,
A. M. Sadove, M.D.; Assistant Treasurer, S. M.
Roser, D.M.D., M.D.; Immediate Past President,
N. H. Rappaport, D.M.D., M.D.; Members-at-
Large, S. R. Cohen, M.D.; G. R. D. Evans, M.D.,
K. Y. Lin, M.D., and S. R. Thaller, D.M.D., M.D.;
Parliamentarian, A. E. Turk, M.D.; and Historian,
M. Cohen, M.D.
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2001 to 2002: 54th Year of ASMS
Dr. Walter Erhardt Jr., ASPS president, called

to order the annual meeting in Orlando. The
Color Guard that immediately followed and the
singing of the U.S. national anthem perhaps held
more significance than in the past, given the tragic
events of September 11. President Schendel re-
marked in his presidential address that the major
tenet of his presidency has been to begin and
pursue a dialogue between ASMS, ASPS, and PSEF
to establish a solid and more mutually beneficial
working relationship. Over the past 2 years, the
ASMS Board of Directors underwent a process that
reaffirmed our central mission, which is to provide
education and research in the core area of max-
illofacial surgery and act as a resource for ASPS in
this regard. Dr. Schendel concluded that “. . .sub-
specialties as maxillofacial surgery are essential to
the core of plastic surgery. Recognition of this
truth will not only strengthen the specialty itself,
but more importantly enhance the comprehen-
sive application and delivery of the highest quality
surgical care patients. That is what we have in
common and that is what we must not lose site of.”
Dr. Jean Guy Delaire gave the Kazanjian Lecture:
“Physiologic Surgery of Primary Cleft Lip and Pal-
ate, Basic Concepts” (Fig. 4). The Special Honor-
ary Award was given to Dr. J. Jacobs for his signif-
icant contributions to maxillofacial surgery and
his dedication to education. During the business
meeting, Dr. B. Guyuron assumed the presidency.
Officers included the following: President-Elect,
J. A. Persing, M.D.; Vice President, K. E. Salyer,
M.D.; Secretary, G. R. D. Evans, M.D.; Assistant

Secretary, K. Kelly, D.D.S., M.D.; Treasurer, A. M.
Sadove, M.D.; Assistant Treasurer, S. R. Thaller,
D.M.D., M.D.; Members-at Large, R. A. Levine,
M.D., D.D.S., S. Roser, D.M.D., M.D., H. Vasconez,
M.D., K. J. Kelly, D.D.S., M.D., and K. Y. K. Lin,
M.D.; and Historian, M. Cohen, M.D. According
to president Guyuron, at the beginning of his pres-
idency, ASMS was challenged by an impending
economic debacle, faced with an identity crisis,
threatened by political isolation and on the whole
the Society was “lethargic.” Immediate measures
were recommended and adopted in an effort to
secure financial stability, increase membership by
a significant number, and improve relationships
with other societies. In the spring issue of Maxil-
lofacial News Dr. Guyuron reported the following:
“I am pleased to affirm that we have been able to
stop the hemorrhage. Our Board, like a surgical
team, has been able to act with celerity, efficiency,
and prudence and has identified the Society’s
bleeding sources and clamped them expediously.”7

Strategic planning was given significant priority. A
retreat took place in Chicago, in July of 2002, and
members of the Board of Trustees, past presi-
dents, and committee chairs were invited to par-
ticipate. Dr. J. Persing led this meeting and K. Eide
of Tecker Consultants was the facilitator. The fol-
lowing list was generated after a lengthy and spir-
ited discussion: education and knowledge, patient
advocacy, research, policy influence recognition
within organized medicine, member value, and
financial stability. The resulting document, al-
though overwhelming and difficult to use, offered
a good basis that was used to guide decision mak-
ing in the years that followed.

2002 to 2003: 56th Year of ASMS
San Antonio was the site for this year’s annual

meeting. Two excellent panels were presented
during the ASMS day. Dr. Salyer moderated a
panel entitled “Addressing Challenges for the Fu-
ture of Maxillofacial Surgery,” and Dr. Gosain
moderated a panel entitled “Enhancing the Facial
Shape: The Debate Between Autogenous and Al-
loplastic Materials.” Dr. Paul Manson presented
the Converse Lecture entitled “The Orbit after
Converse: Seeing What Is Not There”8 (Fig. 5).
The Special Honorary Award was given to S. An-
thony Wolfe, M.D. During the annual business
meeting, President Guyuron presented a brief
overview of the year, reporting on the increase in
the number of new members and the level of
corporate support. An unprecedented record

Fig. 4. Dr. Jean Guy Delaire, the 2001 ASMS Kazanjian Honorary
Lecturer, receiving a special plaque from President Dr. S. Schendel.
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number of over 60 new members joined the So-
ciety. He also noted a constructive interchange
with ASPS, PSEF, and ASAPS and concluded by

noting the improved opportunities for leadership,
solid contribution from management, and ad-
vances in the direction of an overall unification
process. Dr. J. Persing assumed the presidency
(Fig. 6). Officer included the following: President-
Elect, K. E. Salyer, M.D.; Vice President, A. M.
Sadove, M.D.; Secretary, G. R. D. Evans, M.D.;
Treasurer, S. R. Thaller, M.D., D.M.D.; Assistant
Secretary, K. Y. K. Lin, M.D.; Assistant Treasurer,
K. J. Kelly, D.D.S., M.D.; Members-at-Large, A. Go-
sain, M.D., R. A. Levine, D.D.S., M.D., Steven M.
Roser, M.D., D.M.D., and Henry Vasconez, M.D.;
Parliamentarian, J. Yu, M.D., D.M.D.; and Histo-
rian, M. Cohen, M.D. Dr. Persing focused his at-
tention to the expansion of educational activities
of the Society. Two fellowships were established in
2003. Dr. Douglas Ousterhout, past president of
the Society, offered to fund a new fellowship to
support plastic surgery residents and craniofacial
fellows to visit centers of craniofacial excellence
around the world. Through the generous finan-
cial support of Water Lorenz Corporation, a trav-
eling fellowship was established to give the oppor-
tunity to talented surgeons from developing
countries to visit centers of excellence in cranio-
facial plastic surgery and enhance the quality of
craniofacial care as soon as they return to their

Fig. 5. Dr. Paul Manson, 2002 Converse Lecturer, delivering the
lecture: “The Orbit after Converse: Seeing What Is Not There.”

Fig. 6. The 2002 meeting in San Antonio. Change of the gavel between outgoing President Dr.
Bahman Guyuron and incoming President Dr. John Persing.
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countries. During the year, several administrative
collaborative efforts with ASPS were initiated to
further support the concept of having ASPS be-
come an “umbrella” organization for plastic sur-
geons while still maintaining the independence of
ASMS in leadership and focus. A follow-up stra-
tegic planning meeting was held in Chicago in
July, chaired by Dr. K. Salyer. The following issues
were discussed in detail: areas of significant ac-
complishments in the past year, future opportu-
nities, and relationships that ASMS should offer
for interested individuals around the world. Par-
ticipants were also asked to address the question:
Is ASMS effectively positioned for the future?

2003 to 2004: 57th Year of ASMS
Despite the smoke and haze from San Diego’s

forest fires, the annual meeting was a huge success.
This year’s program offered a new and interesting
addition: the video presentation. Drs. C. Cutting,
F. Ortiz- Monasterio, and K. Salyer discussed their
various approaches to nasoalveolar molding, and
bilateral cleft lip and nose repair. Dr. Milton Edg-
erton delivered the Kazanjian Lecture, entitled
“Early U.S. efforts in Craniofacial Surgery: A Per-
sonal History Perspective” (Fig. 7). The Honorary
Award was given to L. Whitaker, M.D. Dr. K. E.
Salyer assumed the Presidency. Officers included
the following: President-Elect, A. M. Sadove, M.D.;

Vice President, G. R. D. Evans, M.D.; Secretary,
L. A. Whitaker, M.D.; Assistant Secretary, S. R.
Buchman, M.D.; Treasurer, S. R. Thaller, D.M.D.,
M.D.; Assistant Treasurer, H. Vasconez, M.D.; Im-
mediate Past President, J. Persing, M.D.; Members-
at- Large, K. Y. K. Lin, M.D., L. Argenta, M.D., R. J.
Havlik, M.D., and A. K. Gosain, M.D.; Parliamen-
tarian, D. Genecov, M.D.; and Historian, M. Co-
hen, M.D. Dr. Salyer’s goals and objectives during
his presidential year were supported by the single
theme of increased awareness of reconstructive
surgery as a vital part of plastic surgery. Integration
and unity were also at the forefront. “Through
integration of our subspecialties under the um-
brella of ASPS we can increase awareness of re-
constructive surgery as a vital part of plastic sur-
gery,” remarked Salyer at his first Board Meeting.
High priority was also given to education, mem-
bership recruitment, and increased funding for
research. Dr. Sadove led this year’s strategic plan-
ning meeting. The following goals and objectives
were discussed in detail: education and knowl-
edge, recognition within organized medicine,
member growth and value, organizational effec-
tiveness and financial stability, policy influence,
research, and patient advocacy.

2004 to 2005: 58th Year of ASMS
During the annual meeting held in Philadel-

phia, Dr. David David, President of the Interna-
tional Society of Craniofacial Surgeons, delivered
the Converse Lecture. Two panels were included
in the ASMS day: “Excellence in Unilateral Cleft
Lip Repair” was an interactive video presentation
moderated by Dr. Cutting. The second panel, en-
titled “Correction of Cleft Lip Nasal Deformity,”
was moderated by Dr. K. Salyer. Panelists included
Drs. H. Andel, C. Cutting, and M. Sadove. The
following awards were given: Distinguished
Achievement Award to Dr. J. Ferraro for his ded-
ication to the Society and his contributions to the
ASMS Basic Course, and Distinguished Service
Award to Dr. Douglas Ousterhout for his generous
sponsorship of the ASMS Craniofacial fellowship.
At the annual business meeting, Dr. Salyer re-
ported on this year’s accomplishments, including
the change of management services, to allow for
greater efficiency, cost management, and ease of
communication between ASPS and ASMS. Peggy
O’Carroll was recruited as the Administrative
Manager of ASMS, and our executive office moved
back to the same physical location with ASPS, in
Arlington Heights, Illinois. An ASMS Board of
Trustees dinner during the annual meeting was
initiated to acknowledge corporate supporters

Fig. 7. Dr. Milton Edgerton, 2003 Kazanjian Lecturer, receiving a
commemorative plaque from President J. Persing.
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and members of ASMS leadership receiving spe-
cial recognition and appreciation of their accom-
plishments. Dr. Yu Ray Chen received the ASMS
Honorary Award; Drs. Fernando Ortiz- Monaste-
rio, Paul Tessier, and Bernard Sarnat were named
Honorary ASMS Members; and Joel Pratt, Presi-
dent of Walter Lorenz Surgical, received a special
pin for the establishment of an educational en-
dowment. The gavel was then passed to the new
president, Dr. A. M. Sadove. Officers included the
following: President-Elect, G. R. D. Evans, M.D.;
Vice President, S. R. Thaller, M.D., D.M.D.; Sec-
retary, L. Ketch, M.D.; Assistant Secretary, S. R.
Buchman, M.D.; Treasurer, A. K. Gosain, M.D.;
Assistant Treasurer, H. C. Vasconez, M.D.; Imme-
diate Past President, K. E. Salyer, M.D.; Members-
at-Large, R. J. Havlik, M.D., K. Y. K. Lin, M.D., W.
Schubert, M.D., and J. Yu, M.D., D.M.D.; Parlia-
mentarians, A. Wexler, M.D., and K. Kelly, M.D.,
D.D.S.; and Historian, M. Cohen, M.D. Dr. Sadove
petitioned the Board to adopt the concept of pro-
grammatic budgeting, with analysis of the strategic
plan to closely evaluate programs, budgets, and
expenditures. A corporate development commit-
tee was established to secure dependable, long-
term funding to offset expenses for several edu-
cational activities and the research grants. Dr. K.
Salyer agreed to serve as the corporate develop-
ment officer. During the planning session, there
was a consensus that our current strategic plan is
solid. We agreed, however, that we have too many
goals, need to concentrate on fewer goals, and
identify specific ways to accomplish them. This
year’s strategic planning retreat, led by Dr. Evans,
focused on corporate development, membership,
and leadership development.

2005 to 2006: 59th Year of ASMS
The annual meeting in Chicago offered world-

class educational and social events. Three panels
were presented during the ASMS day. Dr. Persing
was the moderator of the first one, entitled “En-
doscopic Management of Craniosynostosis.” A
panel entitled “Treatment of Mid-Face Fractures”
was moderated by Dr. G. Evans, and Dr. K. Salyer
moderated a panel entitled “Periorbital Bony and
Soft Tissue Challenges: Aesthetic Restoration.” Dr.
Salyer also presented a lecture entitled “Lessons
Learned from 35 Years of Craniofacial Surgery.”
Dr. J. McCarthy presented the Kazanjian Lecture.
He discussed craniofacial distraction and traced
its origins and evolution through the past 15 years.
The following awards were given: the President’s
Honorary Award to Dr. M. T. Edgerton, for his
countless contributions and services to the spe-

cialty; the Distinguished Service Award to Dr. K.
Salyer for his exemplary service, dedication, com-
mitment, and countless contributions to the field
of maxillofacial surgery (Fig. 8); and the Lifetime
Achievement Award to Dr. J. Jacobs for his service
to the Society through his many leadership roles.
For the first time, all agenda items presented at the
annual business meeting were posted on the
ASMS Web site before the meeting. Dr. Sadove
reflected on last year’s accomplishments. He men-
tioned that the Board was diligent in strengthen-
ing the Society, streamlining the budget and or-
ganizational structure, and strengthening our
corporate partnership. Our Web site at www.max-
face.org was completely revamped through the
efforts of Dr. B. Eppley and the Web site commit-
tee. Our goal is to make the member’s only site an
important communication and educational tool
for our members. Online voting is now also avail-
able. Thus, members have the opportunity to par-
ticipate in decision making even when they are
unable to attend meetings. Plans are underway for
a members’ chat line that will allow exchange of
information and expertise among our members.
The corporate development committee was ex-
tremely valuable and helpful in its first year of
existence in securing dependable and long-term
funding for educational and research. Dr. G. R. D.
Evans assumed the presidency (Fig. 9). Officers

Fig. 8. President Dr. Michael Sadove presents the 2005 Distin-
guished Service Award to Dr. Kenneth Salyer for his exemplary
service, dedication, commitment, and countless contributions to
the field of maxillofacial surgery.
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included the following: President-Elect, S. R.
Thaller, D.M.D., M.D.; Vice President, A. M. Wex-
ler, M.D.; Secretary, L. Ketch, M.D.; Assistant Sec-
retary, S. R. Buchman, M.D.; Treasurer, A. K. Go-
sain, M.D.; Assistant Treasurer, H. C. Vasconez,
M.D.; Immediate Past President, A. M. Sadove,
M.D.; Members-at-Large, W. Schubert, M.D., J. Yu,
M.D., C. Dufresne, M.D., and M. Cohen, M.D.;
Parliamentarian, R. Havlik, M.D.; and Historian,
K. J. Kelly, M.D., D.D.S. (Fig. 10).

FUTURE PLANS AND DIRECTIONS
During the past decade, we witnessed contin-

uous growth and progress, improvement of our
finances, and expansion of our educational and
research activities The Board of Trustees is taking
steps to improve our governance structure, to
meet the needs of the ever-changing health care
environment, and to improve cooperation with
other societies. We are exploring new ways for
selection of Committee and Board members and
attempting to identify and promote the most ca-
pable candidates for leadership positions. As a first
step, we established a resident/fellow position to

serve on our Board, and for the first time we have
representatives from ASRS, PSEF, and ASAPS par-
ticipating in our Board meetings. We continue to
develop our relationship with the American Soci-
ety of Plastic Surgeons and further the concept of
integration. Working together, we were able to
reduce expenses and improve efficiency. The chal-
lenges are great, but we are confident that in the
years to come our Society will continue to fulfill its
mission and to play a leading role in education of
the new generations of plastic surgeons.

Mimis N. Cohen, M.D.
Division of Plastic, Reconstructive, and Cosmetic Surgery

University of Illinois at Chicago
820 South Wood Street, Suite 515 CSN

Chicago, Ill. 60612-7316
mncohen@uic.edu
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Fig. 9. At the 2005 meeting in Chicago, outgoing President Dr. Michael Sadove hands the gavel to
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